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JAMES A. SPENCE II,  PRINCIPAL

President’s Corner
Laissez les bons temps rouler

The holiday season has brought a litany of
festivities to the school . Congratulations to the
Student Council for executing their first few events
of the school year! They managed a food drive (in
support of the Elizabeth House) and an exhibition
basketball game right before the Thanksgiving
break . I hope you all enjoy their features in this
week ’s newsletter .

This month , the PTA also hosted families at the
Bowie ice skating rink - a fun activity to celebrate
the season! And earlier that day , some families
attended Bonjour Books DC ’s French Reading with
Mme . Rexford .
 
A couple of weeks ago , our DKFI Scholars had their
first opportunity to “Takeover” the PGC Virtual
Public Library ’s French Conversation Club! This
club is usually for adults and teens interested in
practicing their French . Thanks to our very own VP
of Elementary School , Benity Sewell , for facilitating
this wonderful opportunity for our children to
continue to practice their French . Stay tuned for
future Takeover! Please remember , this program is
for learners in grades 2 and above in 2022 . 

And finally , thanks to everyone who participated in
the school and PTA fundraisers . The PTA closed out
its Double Good popcorn fundraiser last week and
was able to raise almost $2k in funds . These funds
help us support our children ’s needs at DKFI . 

Please mark your calendars for the first PTA
meeting of the year on January 12th at 6 :30 pm . We
will be hosting a Town Hall where you will hear
school updates from Principal Spence and have
some of your important questions answered .



    CEO MONICA GOLDSON ANNOUNCES
CLOSURE OF 3 PGCPS SCHOOLS DUE TO RISE

IN  COVID CASES UNTIL JAN 3RD

 On Wednesday Dec 15th, CEO Monica Goldson announced
the closure of three PGCP schools (Benjamin Tasker Middle
School, EXCEL Academy Public Charter School and Kettering
Middle School). The children will remain virtual until Jan 3rd,
due to COVID cases. In the article she shares her concerns
regarding the rise in cases in the state. This recent update,
reminds us of the importance of washing our hands, social
distancing, and keeping your scholar home if they have a
temperature or are not feeling well. In addition, please send
your scholars to school with masks each and every day. Let’s
work together to keep our scholars and staff safe. 

Click here for more information:
https://www.pgcps.org/coronavirus/resources/covid-19-impact-in-pgcps?

fbclid=IwAR2NARMyZKkcJ_FtB-
PMYpCloTWOWBYts1My77kgghFgP9eSdQeGpvggPSY     

PLEASE KEEP OUR DKFI
SCHOLARS & STAFF SAFE



SEND YOUR SCHOLAR TO SCHOOL

WITH TWO MASKS EVERYDAY









NOVEMBER EVENTS



DKFI STUDENT COUNCIL HOSTED



A FOOD DRIVE TO BENEFIT
ELIZABETH'S HOUSE



AND AN EXCITING

STUDENT & STAFF
EXHIBITION GAME
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AMIRA ANTOINE, GRADE 8
 




STUDENT COUNCIL DISCUSSES THEIR
 THOUGHTS ON  LEADERSHIP

Leadership

Leadership is a very big word. It has multiple
meanings, such as guidance, control,
management, influence and many more. Although
these words are different, they have the same core
meaning. Leadership isn’t just a word: it can be
portrayed and shown by one's personality.
          Leadership means that you can follow your
own path instead of walking into others’ paths. It
shows that you can be hard-working and are
capable of leading your own office, team, or group;
some can even be the leader of the leaders. It
means that you are capable of controlling your
own organization in pursuit of common goals,
with help from others.
          Being a leader to me doesn’t just mean that
you can boss everyone around. It means that you
can help people get to their full potential. It’s
about giving others the right materials that they
need to achieve their goals. It shows that you can
guide them into the right direction as they try to
determine where they want to go in life. It means
that you have good integrity and you can be
honest, no matter what role you are placed in.
Leadership does not always come from the top.
          Leadership is a big responsibility, and
meeting the demands of leadership requires a
strong personality. When being a leader, you have
to think of what can make you a better leader,
even though you may already be a great one.
Leaders show others that they are still  trying to
reach their goals and achieve their full potential
while helping others do the same. Whether it's for
school, clubs, meetings, teams, or work, leaders all
do the same job: they guide, encourage, and help
others reach their goals.

At her November 5th presentation for current middle school
students and their parents, Andrea reviewed significant
developments in her own life, such as her decision to leave the
dance program she had enjoyed for years because she had
other priorities that left her no time for it. She turned her
performing arts energy to theatrical productions instead.
Emphasizing the uncertainty that comes with changing
circumstances, Andrea advised students to make the most of
the opportunities they had. “Always do your best,” she said,
“even when you’re afraid it might not be good enough.”
Drawing on her own experience, she told them to see setbacks
as an inevitable part of becoming your best self.
Disappointment is natural, but discouragement is not: “It’s not
the end of the world,” she assured them. “In fact, it may be the
beginning of a wonderful new world.” Her formal presentation
concluded with an open question-and-answer session.

STUDENT COUNCIL HOSTED DKFI ALUM
ANDREA FONTAINE ON 11/5TH
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MAYO ADEDURO, GRADE 7 




STUDENT COUNCIL DISCUSSES THEIR
 THOUGHTS ON  LEADERSHIP

 

STEM REMINDER!



The deadline for entry to the virtual STEM fair was extended to 12/10. 
The deadline to share experimental results with the teacher was

December 15. On December 16, teachers will provide STEM project
support during class time. Finally, the conclusion for the project
including ideas for further investigation is due on December 21. 








Leadership

You are a leader when you naturally take charge; you are calm
under pressure; you are able to make good decisions; and
people respect your decisions. We have leaders at school here.
Many of them are teachers, and some are my classmates.
Some rise to the challenge and some may not, but each of us
should strive to be a leader, a person who someone looks up
to, so that when students or adults pass you in the hall , they
know who you are. Many people would rather follow than
lead: as followers, they don't have to take any initiative, just
relax and await instructions. But NO! Students should ALWAYS
strive to lead. Those who have ambition and try will succeed. If
you take charge, people will follow; if you try, you will
succeed, and if not, well , you know that it is always possible
for you to try again. Some are natural leaders: they don't
follow the crowd, the crowd follows them. We should all strive
to be those people, even if leadership does not come naturally
to us. A willingness to take responsibility even when that
involves risks and personal change is what being a leader truly
means to me.

LEADERSHIP

To me being a leader means a few different things. One, I
think leadership means being able to recognize that it’s not
just about yourself, but it’s about the community around you.
Two, leaders can help bring out the best in everyone they
work with. Being a leader doesn’t depend on what age you
are. Being a leader also means you have certain
responsibilities that you have to make time for. Third, it means
wanting the best for and from your team. You always have to
want the best for the whole team, because you and your team
are a collective. You take punishments together, and if you
succeed, it’s not only the leader’s accomplishment, it’s the
team's accomplishment.

JACE JENKINS, GRADE 6 
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JAEDON WILLIAMS, GRADE 7
 




STUDENT COUNCIL DISCUSSES THEIR
 THOUGHTS ON  LEADERSHIP

Leadership

Leadership means leading the group, taking responsibility
and showing people what to do. Leadership also means
taking action and leading the group by showing examples to
other people. In one way or another, leadership always
involves being an example for other people. Leadership is
making a difference. Leaders let the world hear their voices.
Leaders are people who want to make a change in their l ife,
when doing so will help the group. Leaders encourage people
to follow their dreams, encourage them by telling them that
they can do it when they put their minds to it. Leadership is
taking action on what you want to change. In Student Council
right now, we are exploring how to help the community by
saving animals. Leadership is telling other people that they
can do what they should do when they all work together,
each doing what he or she can. When I served as a director for
the film club, I showed other people where to go, and I did
my best to show them what they were doing wrong. I speak
from experience when I say that taking action to show people
what they are doing wrong is not easy. It becomes possible
when you can help them change what they are doing wrong
and see how doing their best will help everyone. Leadership is
controlling the situation to help people, both individually and
as a group. Leadership is being the leader in the situation, not
the person who is passively looking on. A leader takes action
on what is going on and shows people the right thing to do.
Leadership is being the leader and showing the world how to
work together to make a change.

LEADERSHIP

The dictionary defines leadership as “the action of leading a group of people or an
organization,” but I think it takes more than that to show leadership and to be a leader.  In
difficult circumstances, a leader is someone who steps up when nobody else will .  A leader
is someone who shows integrity and inspires others. As a member of the Student Council , I
try to  lead by example. Leadership is a core value for all members of the Student Council
and, really, for all members of our school. We should all strive for leadership at home, in our
community and in all that we do.

MORGAN KING, GRADE 8
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ZOE TEHAN PACHECO, GRADE 6
 




STUDENT COUNCIL DISCUSSES THEIR
 THOUGHTS ON  LEADERSHIP

Leadership

Leadership is both a privilege and a responsibility. To
be a good leader, you need to know how to listen to
others, how to stand up for yourself, and how to make
tough decisions. A good leader is compassionate,
strong and willing to take responsibility. Leaders
should never give up, and they must take a firm stand
for the people they represent. There is a big
difference between a boss and a leader. Leaders take
charge with their companions, while bosses will order
people to do what they want at any cost. True
leadership is contagious. Be a good leader at school
and in your community to spread more good
leadership skills. Don't just be good for a reward, but
be the best you can be every day. We are stronger
together, and we can overcome anything! Make the
world a better place and be a good leader and role
model to everyone around you.

LEADERSHIP

To me, leadership is being a role model for everyone.
For example, before I was elected co-president of the
DKFI Student Council , I was asked two questions. In
my interview I was asked how I was going to manage
my time because I'm in four sports and a symphony
orchestra. The second question was what I thought
leadership was. I answered that leadership is  setting
an example for everyone else and sharing advice with
people. In the future I would like to become the
President of the United States so I can be a leader for
everyone as well as the first woman President. Right
now, I want to set a good example for the people in
my school; I want to help people who have problems
by helping them create solutions. 

AVA BOUCHARD, GRADE 6
 



 

FRENCH
STORYTIME!



Our very own Madame
Rexford, led a community of
learners in story time last
Sunday. The event was hosted
by Bonjour books.  The story
time event was opened to the
community and many of our
DKFI Scholars were in
attendance with their families.  
Be on the look out for the next
event. Seating is limited!









DECEMBER EVENTS
OUR DKFI SCHOLARS LOVE TO READ

 

PG LIBRARY FRENCH
CONVERSATION

CLUB:
THE DKFI 

TAKE-OVER!



The PG County Library hosted their
monthly French Conversation Club
this month and invited our scholars
to take-over! The club piloted a kids 
night for those in grade 2 and above. 
Many of our scholars showed up,
reading their favorite comics in
French. Way to Go DKFI Scholars!!
Way to represent our school
community!











DECEMBER EVENTS
DKFI FAMILIES SKATE WITH PURPOSE

OUR SCHOLARS CREATED HOLIDAY CARDS FOR SENIORS
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Parent Spotlight 
Stephanie Desparo

Stephanie has been consistent in her
commitment to the parking lot parent
committee. She arrives at the school every
Monday at the same time to help with afternoon
pick-up procedures. She also helps out where
needed, even dropping off goods from the
food drive to the respective location. She is a
prime example of how parents can help under
their own terms. She was clear in
communicating her meeting conflict on
Wednesdays due to religious obligations, so
although she cannot make the monthly PTA
meetings, she finds other ways to step in and
help. When Stephanie isn’t helping smooth out
the pick-up line, she is mom to Angela.
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DKFI CARDINAL
ALUMNI CAME BACK HOME

FOR THE HOLIDAYS...



 



DKFI HOMECOMING
On December 3rd, the PTA hosted our Alumni Homecoming panel. During the
panel, former DKFI parents Lee Wright and Karen Faucette and former
students Alexis Faucette and Nora Veigas joined us for a discussion on their
DKFI experience. Our Alumni were able to share both the successes and
challenges of French Immersion education. Our PTA president led a robust
discussion of reflections that inspired our families to stay the course! 

To view the Dec roundtable discussion, click here: 
https://dorakennedyfrenchimmersionpta.my.webex.com/recordingservice/sites/dorakennedyfrenchimmersionpta.my/recording/playback/f2842f6c3aad103a8effc26dae156d25

Password: MtEiMKW2



A MIDDLE SCHOOL MOMENT:



 Library Legacy

Fund



Just a quick reminder
that the Library Legacy
Fund has currently
raised $1600 of its
$2000 goal! Help us
reach our goal!

If you have not
donated , please
consider doing so- your
contribution will enable
the school to not only
create a textbook
storage room , but it will
free up a classroom for
use by students! A
commemorative plaque
listing donor will be
placed at the entrance
of the room to
acknowledge your
contribution and leave
your legacy at DKFI .

Donate Here: Library
Legacy Fund
https://gofund.me/bdc1f9e3

Focus on English Language Arts &
Civics
Excellent Tutors and Academic
Support!
Students Meet 2x a week , for one-
hour virtual sessions on Zoom!
Incentive for Students (improved
writing skills , service-learning
hours , gift cards , and prizes)




PGCPS CIVIC LEADERS: 
AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING

PROGRAM



PGCPS and The Close-Up Foundation
have partnered to offer Close Up ’s
Civic Leaders : After-School Tutoring
Program . This program is focused on
helping support MIDDLE SCHOOL
STUDENTS develop and practice
critical ELA and civic skills as they
explore issues impacting their
community . Registration is open and
middle school students are
encouraged to take advantage of this
tutoring opportunity!  Register and
mark your calendars for the upcoming
session! The 7-Week Session is from
Jan . 24 , 2022-Mar 17 , 2022! 
Program highlights include : 

Click Here to Register:
https ://docs .google .com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_aQNAIwRiHRxxxM7hPNF738EjhAG0MuEKMLxSFsCWf1Xwrw/viewform
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Please mark your calendars for the first PTA meeting of the year on January 12th at 6:30 pm. We

will be hosting a Town Hall where you will hear school updates from Principal Spence and have

some of your important questions answered. You can join the meeting by accessing the link at

https://www.dkfipta.org/

NEXT PTA MEETING 1/12TH @ 6:30PM
TOWN HALL FEATURING PRINCIPAL SPENCE

https://m7scym5f.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fgofund.me%2Fd3b2863e/1/0100017d77e39df8-6ee6ce34-95fd-41bc-a282-d8a2e9391c10-000000/9UPC0agcmpvJWJdqLRCB_zkPJ8o=247


S p e c i a l t y  P r o g r a m s  A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s
a n d  P S A T  8 / 9  T e s t i n g




A L L  P G C P S  g r a d e  8  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  b o t h  t h e
S c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  A e r o s p a c e  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d
A v i a t i o n  T e c h n o l o g y  p r o g r a m .  A P P L I C A T I O N S  A R E  N O T
R E Q U I R E D  F O R  T H E S E  T W O  P R O G R A M S  F O R  P G C P S  G R A D E
8  S T U D E N T S  O N L Y .  8 t h  g r a d e  s t u d e n t s  c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d  i n
P G C P S  D O  N O T  p a y  f o r  t h e  P S A T  8 / 9 .

T h e  P S A T  8 / 9  w i l l  b e  u s e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  c r i t e r i a  f o r
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S p e c i a l t y  P r o g r a m s :  3 D  S c h o l a r s ,  S c i e n c e  a n d
T e c h n o l o g y ,  A c a d e m y  o f  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s  @  P r i n c e  G e o r g e ' s
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  ( H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s  &  T e a c h e r  P r e p a r a t i o n ) ,
a n d  A e r o s p a c e  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  A v i a t i o n  T e c h n o l o g y .

T e s t i n g  f o r  D K F I  s t u d e n t s  w a s  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 6 ,  2 0 2 1 .

C o l l e g e  B o a r d  r e g u l a t i o n s  s t a t e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  m a y  n o t  s i t  f o r
t h e  P S A T  8 / 9  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  t i m e  d u r i n g  a n  a c a d e m i c  s c h o o l
y e a r .  N o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t
a p p l i c a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2 .

P r o g r a m  A d m i s s i o n s



T h e  s c o r e s  f r o m  t h e  P S A T  8 / 9  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h
C o r e  C o n t e n t  G P A  i n  E n g l i s h ,  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  S c i e n c e ,  a n d

S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  f r o m  a l l  q u a r t e r s / t r i m e s t e r s  o f  t h e
p r e v i o u s  s c h o o l  y e a r  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d i n g  p e r i o d  o f
t h e  c u r r e n t  s c h o o l  y e a r  a r e  u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  t o t a l

s c o r e .  T h e  e v a l u a t i o n  s c a l e  g o e s  u p  t o  2 8 8 0 .  T h e
e q u a t i o n  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  s t u d e n t  c o m p o s i t e  s c o r e s

i s  a s  f o l l o w s :



P S A T  8 / 9  V e r b a l  S c o r e  +  P S A T  8 / 9  M a t h  S c o r e  +
[ C o r e  C o n t e n t  G P A  x  3 6 0 ]

T o t a l  P o s s i b l e  S c o r e  =  2 8 8 0

Parents may use the SchoolMAX Family Portal to view the grades used in the formula.
Any questions? 

Please click here: 
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/testing-research-and-evaluation/testing/psat-89-testing-
for-high-school-specialty-programs
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