
Fall is off to a Fast start!
 FROM THE DESK OF LYSSA, YOUR PTA PRESIDENT




LE CARDINAL
L E  B U L L E T I N  O F F I C I E L  D U  P T A  D E

D O R A  K E N N E D Y  F R E N C H  I M M E R S I O N  S C H O O L
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JAMES A. SPENCE II,  PRINCIPAL

ANNELIESE AT 2021 TRUNK-OR-TREAT EVENT
PHOTO TAKEN BY HER AWARD WINNING PHOTOGRAPHER DAD




Bonjour les amis! We ’ve had a
busy two weeks!  We showed off
our DKFI pride during School
Spirit Week , Trunk-or-Treat , our
PTA Meeting with Greenbelt
Mayor Byrd and our expert guests ,
Halima Jenkins & Mme Lahlou ,  as
well as held a Kindergarten
Pumpkin Harvest coordinated by
active , quick-thinking parents! 
 (pictures below). For a moment ,
it started to feel like a regular
school year , but seeing the masks
in the pictures serves as a
reminder to us all that we are still
living in a pandemic.  

Although vaccines for children
ages 5 – 11 were approved last
week , we should expect to
continue to wear masks in the
near future .   Children should
continue to come to school with a
mask on and a spare in their
backpack.  Unfortunately , some
children are coming to school
without a mask every day.  Please
remember masks are still a key
factor in keeping everyone safe. 
 We have members of our DKFI
school-community that are
immunocompromised and we
need everyone ’s help in keeping
each other safe.



Bonne chance pour cette

année!

KINDERGARTEN FALL 
HARVEST PARADE 2021




TRUNK OR TREAT 2021





    DKFI COMMUNITY EVENT
               

THANK YOU PARENTS FOR MAKING OUR 
TRUNK OR TREAT A SUCCESS!
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SPIRIT WEEK...
        AND WHAT A WEEK IT WAS!
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2021 TWIN DAY - SOPHIA
AND HER DAD MR.

REYNOLDS,
 WORE SAME

SHIRTS 5 YRS AGO
FOR TWIN DAY AS

WELL



IMPORTANT DATES
1 1/16/21 - End of the First Quarter (45 days)
11/17/21 - Coffee & Chat with Principal Spence
11/17/21 - Professional Day for Teachers (2HR early dismissal)
1 1/24-11/26 - Thanksgiving Break (School Closed)
11/29-12/3- Double Good Popcorn Fundraiser
12/8/21 - Monthly PTA Meeting
12/24-12/31 - Winter & Christmas Break (School Closed)

Join Principal Spence for a
Coffee & Chat Session on
November 17th at 10am. 




RSVP Here:
https://forms.gle/qXzfowcNLV2jrE8cA

This is a great opportunity to
get an update from our head
of schools while asking
questions you may have on
your mind.

COFFEE & CHAT WITH
PRINCIPAL SPENCE
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November 11th is Veteran's day

We would like to Thank our Veterans, including 
Principal Spence, for their Service!
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GETTING TO KNOW
MADAME BOUKABARA

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL



THE LEADERSHIP LIGHTHOUSE

 

8TH GRADE 
CLASS NEWS & LEGACY GIFT











Stay in the loop with upcoming events for 8th grade including PSAT,
High School entrance, 8th grade activities (volunteer hours,
upcoming graduation, etc).  Join the 8th Grade Hub! Want to leave
your mark on DKFI?  Donate to the 8th Grade Library Legacy Fund
and have your contribution immortalized forever. Go to page 7 to
click the links to join and donate to the legacy gift!

I am the assistant principal at
Dora Kennedy French Immersion
school .  I work closely with Mr .
Spence and Mme Koundoul .  I
am in charge of disciplinary
matters with students and staff ,
coordinate student
interventions , assist and assess
teachers , contribute to school
operations , facilitate
collaborative meetings , among
others .

I am a native French speaker
from France .

To be part of a diverse and
open-minded community
that is thriving for excellence .

One of my goals is to develop
open and productive
communication with parents
and families .

My middle name is France .

What is your role at DKFI?   




Are you a native french speaker?  
If so, from what country?  

What's the best part about
leading at a French immersion
school?  

What's one goal you have for this
school year?  

Share one fun fact about you?  



MADAME BOUKABARA, 

10 YEARS OLD



VISIT THE LOST & FOUND
TODAY!

DKFI Families.. It's Week 10
of the school year and the Lost & Found is

overflowing with lost items, including
coats. If your child has come home

without a coat, please remind your child

to check the Lost and Found. It is very

likely that they will find it there. The Lost

and Found box is located near the front

entrance of school, near the gymnasium

door. If unclaimed, items will eventually

be donated.



-Parent Testimonial-
True story! After three weeks of searching,

My son found his Lunch box in the lost and found!
It was quite scary on the inside, but we found it! 






A Special Thanks to Ms. Jenkins,
former DKFI PTA President and Ms.
Lahlou, Reading Intervention Specialist,

for 
sharing valuable tips on how to

support our children through the
early years of French Immersion

Education.



The information you shared was
extremely helpful!



to view the Nov roundtable discussion, click here: 
https://dorakennedyfrenchimmersionpta.my.webex.com/recordingservice/sites/dorakennedyfrenchimmersionpta.my/recording/playback/8f82d6e71f23103a83d2e2ad1dfcaeeb

Password: aPrpbnt3

 




 Merci! 





DOUBLE GOOD 
FUNDRAISER 11/29-12/3



WE’RE DOING A DOUBLE GOOD VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER! IT’S 100%

CONTACTLESS, WE KEEP 50% OF THE PROFIT, AND THE PRODUCT
SHIPS RIGHT TO YOUR BUYERS. WE’LL BE SELLING DOUBLE GOOD

GOURMET POPCORN FROM OUR OWN POP-UP STORES. PRICES
RANGE FROM $16 - $99. 



LAST YEAR, WE WERE ABLE TO RAISE OVER $5000 IN 4 DAYS. 

 THE REVIEWS OF THE POPCORN ARE EXCELLENT- IT MAKES THE
PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT OR A TREAT FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY!



THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR FUNDRAISER:

YOU CAN CHECK OUT THE PTA POP-UP STORE AND GRAB SOME POPCORN
VIA THE THE PTA WEBSITE: WWW.DKFIPTA.ORG








TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR FUNDRAISER:
DOWNLOAD THE DOUBLE GOOD APP, 

AVAILABLE FOR FREE ON IOS AND ANDROID.



- ENTER OUR EVENT CODE NDKYPK IN THE APP
- AND CREATE YOUR OWN POP-UP STORE



 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
"IS IT WORTH IT?"



A MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MOMENT:






Join our 8th Grade 
Member Hub

Stay in the loop with events for 8th
grade including PSAT , High School
entrance , 8th grade activities
(volunteer hours , upcoming graduation ,
etc .).  Join the 8th Grade Hub here :
 
https ://dkfipta.legacy.memberhub.com/hub/8thGra48761



Let’s Leave a Legacy

Want to leave your mark on DKFI? 
 Donate to the 8th Grade Library
Legacy Fund and have your
contribution immortalized forever .
Please click the link here : 

https ://www .gofundme .com/f/8th-grade-class-gift-library-legacy-fund?
member=15013077&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-
sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer

PGCPS High School Specialty
Programs are Now Open
For eighth graders , the window
for students to apply for PGCPS
High School Specialty Programs
will be open from October 1 ,
2021-December 10 , 2021 . Please
click on the link below to access
applications :  
https ://www .pgcps .org/about-pgcps/applications#high-school

To see a chart for available
programs , click here :  

https ://www .pgcps .org/about-pgcps/applications/high-school-specialty-programs-chart



 

PSAT FOR 8TH GRADERS



Prince George ’s County Public Schools will once again
be paying for all 8th grade students to take the PSAT
8/9 this year . The PSAT 8/9 assessment will be given to
all 8th grade students during the week of December 13 ,
2021 . DKFI students are scheduled to take their exam on
December 16th . 

This exam will be used as part of the entrance criteria
and/or to inform admission for the Science &
Technology programs , Academy of Health and Sciences
at PGCC and the Aerospace Engineering and Aviation
Technology program . It is important that all students
are present and strongly encouraged to do their best on
the assessment . There will be no retake and students
will be informed of their scores in March 2022 .
 
The PSAT 8/9 is part of the suite of assessments from
the College Board . The PSAT 8/9 will provide all
students with early feedback on the skills and
knowledge essential for college and career success ,
while providing them with exposure to new test
questions and concepts . The test is also designed to
reflect the work students are doing in the classroom .

Free and personalized review materials aligned to the
PSAT 8/9 are available at www .satpractice .org . Khan
Academy has partnered with College Board to offer
study plans specifically designed for each student based
on diagnostic quizzes . With student/parent permission ,
Khan Academy will use their score results to create a
study plan personalized for them . For general
information about the PSAT 8/9 , please visit :
www .psat .org/8-9 .

If you have any questions related to test registration
please contact Ms . Pamela Stewart , Test Administration
Specialist for Elementary and Middle School , at
pamela .stewart@pgcps .org or Mrs . LeKeisha Render ,
Test Administration Specialist for High School , at
lekeisha .render@pgcps .org . For questions about
Specialty Programs , please contact Desann Manzano-
Lee , Coordinating Supervisor , Specialty Programs , at
desann .manzanolee@pgcps .org .
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Our next PTA meeting will be held on December 8th . The PTA's mission is to make every child’s

potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and communities to advocate for all

children. As a recent recipient of this year’s National PTA School of Excellence award, we need you

to help us continue the work today. You can join the meeting by accessing the link at

https://www.dkfipta.org/

NEXT PTA MEETING 12/8 @ 6:30PM - MARK YOUR CALENDARS



R E L A  B e n c h m a r k  a s s e s s m e n t s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  3  t h r o u g h  8 .  

M a t h e m a t i c s  B e n c h m a r k  A s s e s s m e n t s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  K  t h r o u g h  8 .  

F A S T  S c i e n c e  a s s e s s m e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  5 ,  8 ,  a n d  s e l e c t  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  a n d  F A S T  S o c i a l

S t u d i e s  a s s e s s m e n t s  i n  s e l e c t  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  w i l l  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f

t h e s e  a s s e s s m e n t s  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t o o l s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  t o  s e e  w h a t  y o u r  c h i l d

l e a r n e d  f o l l o w i n g  r e c e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

N o  g r a d e s  w i l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e s e  a s s e s s m e n t  r e s u l t s .  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e

B e n c h m a r k  a n d / o r  F A S T  A s s e s s m e n t s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  b y  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c h o o l s  t o  e n h a n c e

i n s t r u c t i o n  o n  s k i l l s  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  l e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  

T h e  O t i s - L e n n o n  S c h o o l  A b i l i t y  T e s t  ( O L S A T )  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s  i n  1 s t  g r a d e  a n d

s e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t s  i n  3 r d  g r a d e .  T h e  t e s t  i s  a  m e a s u r e  o f  v e r b a l  a n d  n o n - v e r b a l  r e a s o n i n g

a b i l i t y  a n d  a b s t r a c t  t h i n k i n g .  T h e  O L S A T  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  e l i g i b i l i t y

i n t o  t h e  T a l e n t e d  a n d  G i f t e d  P r o g r a m  ( T A G )

T h e  B e n c h m a r k  a s s e s s m e n t s  w i l l  c o v e r  t h e  f o u r  m a j o r  c o n t e n t  a r e a s  o f  M a t h e m a t i c s ,

R e a d i n g / E n g l i s h / L a n g u a g e  A r t s  ( R E L A ) , &  S c i e n c e .

T h e  t e s t i n g  p r o g r a m  i n c l u d e s :  

T h e  P r e l i m i n a r y  S c h o l a s t i c  A p t i t u d e  T e s t  8 / 9  ( P S A T  8 / 9 )  i s  g i v e n  t o  a l l  8 t h  g r a d e  s t u d e n t s

e a r l y  i n  D e c e m b e r .  T h e  P S A T  8 / 9  s h a r e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w i t h  o t h e r  a s s e s s m e n t s  i n  t h e  S A T

s u i t e  o f  a s s e s s m e n t s .  T h e  a s s e s s m e n t  c o v e r s  t h r e e  b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s  -  m a t h ,  r e a d i n g ,  a n d

w r i t i n g  a n d  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  P S A T  8 / 9  i n t r o d u c e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  t y p e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  c a n  b e

f o u n d  o n  P S A T / N M S Q T ,  P S A T  1 0  a n d  S A T .  I t  c a n  a l s o  f o r e c a s t  a  s t u d e n t ' s  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  h i g h

s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m .  T h e  P S A T  8 / 9  i s  a l s o  u s e d  a s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  e x a m  f o r  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l

s p e c i a l t y  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  C o g n i t i v e  A b i l i t i e s  T e s t  ( C o g A T )  T h i s  o n l i n e  t e s t  i s  a  m e a s u r e  o f  v e r b a l ,  q u a n t i t a t i v e

a n d  s p a t i a l  ( n o n - v e r b a l )  r e a s o n i n g  a b i l i t i e s .  T h e  C o g A T  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  u s e  t o

d e t e r m i n e  e l i g i b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e  T a l e n t e d  a n d  G i f t e d  P r o g r a m  ( T A G )

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  C O N T A C T :  
M o n s i e u r  D a r r e h m a n e  ( T e s t i n g  C o o r d i n a t o r )

a t  m a h j . d a r r e h m a n e @ p g c p s . o r g

D O R A  K E N N E D Y  F R E N C H
I M M E R S I O N



T e s t i n g  C a l e n d a r  a n d

D e s c r i p t i o n s
f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  2 0 2 1  

S u b j e c t  T o  C h a n g e
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Are you looking for a parent Mentor to help you adjust to French
Immersion education?  Finding it difficult to adjust to the demands

of bilingual education.... Contact your PTA at DKFIPTA@gmail.com to

get connected with experienced DKFI parents to assist you along the

way. YOU are not in this alone!

STAY
CONNECTED




 COVID VACCINATION NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR AGES 5 - 11 Y/O

The CDC has issued guidance allowing for the vaccination of
children 5-11. Prince George's County will be hosting COVID
vaccination clinics to accommodate this recommendation.  Click
here to learn more about the Mobile Vaccination Clinics for 5 and
Older:  https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?
aid=1846&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Vaccines are also available at Walgreens, CVS, Giant and local
pediatrician's offices.

MANDATORY MASK
REQUIREMENTS 

AT SCHOOL



This is a friendly reminder on behalf of our
DKFI administration.  Please remember to send
your little one to school with a mask every day.
Include two additional spare masks in case they
misplace or lose them during the day. 

Let's continue to keep our scholars, teachers
and staff safe.

Thank you in advance for your help - If you
have any questions or concerns, please reach
out to the school at 301-918-8660.






DORA KENNEDY FRENCH IMMERSION PTA
NATIONAL PTA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE




2021-2022 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

LYSSA HARGROVE,
PRESIDENT 

PILAR SNOWDEN
SECRETARY

BENITY SEWELL
VP, ELEMENTARY

TIKEETHA THOMAS
VP, MIDDLE SCHOOL

ALISHA HUNTLEY
TREASURER

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW TO VOLUNTEER:



PLEASE EMAIL US AT DKFIPTA@GMAIL.COM
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