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President’s Message
We made it! The last day of school is here and
we made it through an entire school year! Even
though the last couple of weeks were difficult
because of our significant loss at the school
and in the country, we are always reminded 
 that this life not only brings pain, but also joy!

Just in the last couple of weeks there has been
so much joy. From the promotion ceremonies
for our kindergarten, 5th and 8th grade
classes to the dedication of the textbook
library in Madame Joseph’s honor, there has
been a lot to celebrate! As we close out the
end of the school year, I want to extend my
appreciation to the parents, school, and my
wonderful PTA Executive Board for making this
year so enjoyable in my first year in this role.

Also, a special thank you to our biggest
community donors this year: Community
Forklift replaced the broken refrigerator in the
teacher’s lounge, University Christian Church
contributed significantly to both the Clean Air
Campaign and the textbook library, and Usama
Malik was a top donor for the Clean Air
Campaign.

                                             
Lyssa
Reminder: Beginning On July 1st, you can renew your PTA membership
and complete your annual PGCPS Volunteer Training Modules. First-time
volunteers must also be fingerprinted, per county regulations.










SUMMER REMINDERS



BEGINNING JULY 1 
Renew your PTA membership fee for the new school year



JULY - SEPTEMBER  

Complete the annual volunteer training modules. First-time volunteers must also be fingerprinted, per
county regulations.

Arts On A Roll Coming to DKFI
Summer Camp Courtesy of the PTA!
DKFI’s French camp is returning this summer following
the pandemic-prompted closure. From July 11 th
through July 28 th , 200 campers will participate in fun,
French-immersive activities. This summer will be
the first year that English Language Arts will be
included. To supplement the offered programming, PTA
will be sponsoring weekly sessions with PG county’s
Department of Parks and Recreation mobile arts
service Arts On a Roll. Students will be introduced to
both visual and performing arts activities every
Wednesday. Want to learn more about Arts on a Roll?
Click here.

_________________________________________
DKFI Administrators and the PTA Welcome Kindergarten Families to the School
On Friday, June 24 th , kindergarten families came for an orientation and building tour. They were greeted by Principal
Spence, Madame Boukabara, Madame Koundoul, Madame Ware, Madame Kallon and PTA representative, Pilar
Snowden. Principal Spence welcomed them to DKFI and shared words of wisdom with those gathered. Pilar discussed
what   the PTA is and how parents can and should be involved. She extended an invitation to the Kindergarten Meet and
Greet taking place on July 23rd FROM 10AM - 12PM . Madame Boukabara and Madame Koundoul then took parents on
a walking tour of the building, sharing integral information about the program and answering parents’ questions. What
an exciting time for our incoming Kindergarten families! Welcome!
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Did you know that you 
could be supporting 
DKFI every time you shop 
on Amazon?
AmazonSmile is the way! Shoppers who start at
smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they know and love,
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the
price of eligible purchases to DKFI. 

Signing up is easy ! Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile
1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Select Dora Kennedy French Immersion School as your charity
of choice.
4. Start shopping!
5. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to
return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile

Turn on AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app
1. Make sure you're signed up for AmazonSmile (use your web
browser to visit smile.amazon.com)
2. Download or update to the latest version of the Amazon
Shopping app for iOS or Android
3. Open the app and find “Settings” in the main menu (☰)
4. Tap on “AmazonSmile” and follow the on-screen instructions to
turn on AmazonSmile in the app.



CONGRATULATIONS GOES OUT TO OUR MUSIC DEPARTMENT FOR A
SUCCESSFUL SPRING CONCERT SEASON. MADAME CHENG, MADAME COOPER,

MR. LEWIS AND ALL OF THE DKFI MUSICIANS/ VOCALISTS- GREAT JOB!



DKFI WINS AGAIN!!! 
Congratulations to Madame Hall and Madame Winslow for 

coaching another group of winners in the 2022 PGCPS eDigital Film Festival



BEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ANIMATION 
(TOP 3 PLACES)

BEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DOCUMENTARY 
(TOP 2 PLACES)

 BEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FEATURE 
(2ND PLACE)

BEST ELEMENTARYSCHOOL MICROMOVIE



CONGRATULATIONS OUR GREENBELT 
ACE COMMITTEE STUDENTS OF 

THE YEAR AWARD WINNERS
(SEREN LERUSSE & SOPHIA REYNOLDS)




 
A SPECIAL THANKS TO 

THE PTA FOR THE FOLLOWING:



SECURING A GRANT FOR OUTDOOR SEATING



PURCHASING A NEW REFRIGERATOR 
FOR THE STAFF LOUNGE



SUPPORTING THE JOSEPH FAMILY 

IN THEIR TIME OF BEREAVEMENT



YEAR END SHOUT- OUTS  FROM PRINCIPAL SPENCE








Heartfelt thanks to 
Madame Ware, Madame Kallon, &

Madame Wright for all of your
support this year!



Sincerely,

DKFI Parents

Please join us in extending our well
wishes to Madame Rexford as she will
be leaving us to continue her education in

early language education in Finland!
Thank you so much for all that you did

for our learners while at DKFI!








MR DARREHMANE



      WE WILL MISS YOU!



Book Room Ribbon Cutting

The 8 th Grade Library Legacy Fund: 
Honoring Madame Chantal Joseph



In the fall of last year, DKFI educator and parent Garth Reynolds expressed the
need to create a textbook library to organize the textbook inventory at DKFI
and to reclaim a classroom that was being used for book storage. A call was put
out to 8th grade families to establish a legacy fund to finance creation of the
library. The response from community partners and parents from all grade
levels was tremendous and we were able to purchase shelving for the book
space. Prior to the dedication of the Textbook library, our beloved educator,
Madame Chantal Joseph, passed away. In honor of her significant contributions
to the DKFI community, the textbook library was named “The Chantal Joseph
Textbook Library”. A dedication ceremony was held where Madame Joseph’s
family- her husband and children- were able to come and participate in a ribbon
cutting and presentation of a commemorative plaque listing the names of the
generous donors that made the space possible. The event was attended by
PTA President Lyssa Hargrove, PTA secretary Pilar Snowden, Mr. Reynolds and
our administrators- Principal Spence, Madame Boukabara and Madame
Koundoul. Students created a memorial art piece honoring Madame Joseph
that is displayed in the library.



Jusquà ce que nous nous revoyions



Until we meet again. That’s what I’ll leave you with. It’s been six years at Dora Kennedy French Immersion, and it went by quickly.
When my son  transferred to Dora Kennedy in the third grade I was scared out of my wits. I was apprehensive about the unknown.
The teachers and children who had all been together since kindergarten. The children had already formed their bonds, would they
accept my child? Would he be welcomed? Would the teachers get the quirky habits of my little boy and help him navigate this new
world? 

Many more questions formed in my mind but as I sit here writing my final goodbye all I can say is thank you. Thank you to the
teachers and staff that loved on my son immensely. That nurtured his little mind and fostered his love for both art and science.
Thank you to those that showed him that weird is cool and we support and love your differences. You have prepared us for this next
chapter. 

And I thank you. 

Sincerely and from the bottom of my hearts. This school became a family to us. We put in the work, and we did it collectively and we
are sad to leave but happy for the next adventure. There have been many changes in our school in the short six years, but we’ve all
done it together. 

The PTA is a big part of that. The PTA is where I learned to advocate for my son. Where I saw parents that wanted to make a
difference work tirelessly for both their child and all the children in the school. I had found my tribe which is why I decided to give of
my time. It is no small feat to give up your evenings and/or weekends or daytime hours to stay ahead of the game and find out what
is going on with your school so you can prepare the parents. It’s tireless hours on text or on phone calls and planning activities in a
pandemic hoping parents will stay engaged. It is a lot.

But was it worth it? Absolutely.  Every single minute. 

As a working mom of one I leave you with these 3 things:

1. You are your child’s first advocate. You must advocate for your child. They need you. You must teach and empower them as they
age to advocate for themselves. To find their voice. To share their thoughts and ask questions. No question is dumb or stupid and it
is through questioning others where we learn what we must. Advocacy is key. Maya Angelou said it best when she said, “I learned a

long time ago the wisest thing I can do is be on my own side, be an advocate for myself and others like me.”

2. You are one part of the education equation. Your child and the school (teachers and administrators) are the other parts. Each of
you plays a role, and each role is important. You can’t be too busy to not check your child’s grades, email the teacher with questions
and sign your child up for the free tutoring if they need it. A great education is the fundamental reason why we have our children at
Dora Kennedy so we must  prepare them for the future. After all it was Malcolm X that said, “Education is the passport to the

future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.” Help them prepare.
  
3. Be resilient. It’s tough when your child starts learning a language that you may not know. It’s tough when they start a new school
and make friends and then lose friends or the petty squabbles of middle schoolers interferes with their psyche. It will stress you out.
We often say that children are resilient, but so are you. Remember that. You are their first true hero. Teach them to be resilient.
 “Resilience is accepting your new reality, even if it’s less good than the one you had before. You can fight it, you can do

nothing but scream about what you’ve lost, or you can accept that and try to put together something that’s good.” ―
Elizabeth Edwards

I want to say that this journey has taught me a lot. I will miss you all. I will miss working with the PTA and being on the executive
board. I will miss being in the school when we had in person meetings. The pandemic took a lot from us, but we’ve endured. Our
children have endured and we’re stronger than ever. I encourage you to be active in the PTA and find your tribe of parents. Not just
in the classroom but in the school. 

We are a village and so I will say to you… Jusquà ce que nous nous revoyions.

Tikeetha Thomas
Vice-President for Middle School
Mom to Brennan Thomas
c/o 2026 attending The College of Academy and Health Sciences



SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 8TH GRADE
SCHOLARS!

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2022



DKFI PROMOTION CEREMONY!



DKFI KINDERGARTEN
SCHOLARS ROCK!



DKFI 5TH GRADE 
SCHOLARS ARE
MOVING ON UP!



DKFI SCHOLARS ROCK!



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
For a successful Spring Concert Season






 Madame Cheng, Madame Cooper, & Mr. Lewis
 

Thank you for your leadership!





To all of  our Musicians and Vocalists...
Great Job!








PRESIDENT
Lyssa Hargrove



VICE-PRESIDENT OF

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Francisca Owolabi






VICE-PRESIDENT OF
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Benity Sewell





SECRETARY
Magali Delva






TREASURER
Pilar Snowden
















DKFI FAMILY






WE DID IT!



















HAVE A SAFE
SUMMER BREAK!
LOVE, TOUSSAINT LE CARDINAL










DORA KENNEDY FRENCH IMMERSION PTA
NATIONAL PTA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE




2021-2022 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

LYSSA HARGROVE,
PRESIDENT 

PILAR SNOWDEN
SECRETARY

BENITY SEWELL
VP, ELEMENTARY

TIKEETHA THOMAS
VP, MIDDLE SCHOOL

ALISHA HUNTLEY
TREASURER

THANK YOU DKFI FAMILIES!



It was our pleasure to serve you, our Staff & administration!!
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