
Welcome to the Spring 2026 Edition of the DKFI PTA newsletter. 
Dora Kennedy French Immersion (DKFI) is one of the nation’s oldest French
Immersion programs and a proud model of academic excellence in Prince
George’s County. Through a research-based immersion curriculum, DKFI
nurtures bilingual, biliterate, and globally minded students- a tradition
recognized with the U.S. Department of Education’s Blue Ribbon School

designation in 2014.

For 40 years, DKFI has shown that language immersion isn’t just a program,
but a meaningful investment in student growth, equity, and preparing

children to thrive in a connected world.
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President’s Message

Warm Regards,

Matene

Dear DKFI Families,

As we celebrate 40 years, Dora Kennedy continues to shine because of
the dedication of our administration, teachers, parents, and students.
Thank you to everyone who attended the Valentine’s skating event and
the middle school dance. We also celebrate the success of our recent
Book Fair and the interactive Coffee and Chat with Ms. Donohue and Mr.
Mills. A special thank you to our volunteers whose time and energy
make these moments possible. 

This year has already brought snow and distance learning, and our
families have remained engaged through it all. As we prepare for our
upcoming move, please look for updates and continue sharing your
voice and ideas. 

Looking ahead, we are excited for Francophonie Week, the
introduction of a new chess club, and celebrating Earth Day in April.
Let’s continue serving our community together and remember to be
gentle with yourselves as spring break approaches.
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Kristan

Treasurer’s
Report

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED
SUPPORT OF DKFI PTA THIS YEAR!

FUNDS FROM MEMBERSHIPS,
EVENTS, AND FUNDRAISERS LIKE
DOUBLE GOOD POPCORN AND DINE
OUT NIGHTS PROVIDE THE NEEDED
SUPPORT TO SUPPORT THE
MISSION OF THE PTA!

MARCH 2–6 MARKED THE DKFI PTA
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR—ONE OF
THE MOST FUN WEEKS OF THE
YEAR! THIS WONDERFUL PROGRAM
INSPIRES A LOVE OF READING AND
GIVES STUDENTS THE JOY OF
PICKING OUT BOOKS THAT SPARK
THEIR IMAGINATION.
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REPORT

Romie

BONJOUR À  TOUS,

AS WE CELEBRATE 40 YEARS OF DORA KENNEDY FRENCH
IMMERSI ON,  WE TAKE A MOMENT TO REFLECT ON THE
PEOPLE  A ND MOMENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED DKFI’S  STORY
AND STRE NGTHENED OUR COMMUNITY.

IN THIS E DI TION,  WE HIGHLIGHT MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY WHOSE JOURNEYS REFLECT THE LASTING
IMPACT OF A DKFI  EDUCATION.  FROM DEDICATED
E DUCA TORS AND STAFF TO ALUMNI,  THESE STORIES
CELEB RA TE  THE LEGACY,  LEADERSHIP,  AND SPIRIT THAT
CONT I NUE TO DEFINE OUR SCHOOL.

WE HOPE Y OU ENJOY LEARNING ABOUT SOME OF THE
INDIV I DUA LS WHO REPRESENT THE DEDICATION AND
COMMITME NT SHARED BY ALL THE EDUCATORS AND STAFF
WHO MA K E DKFI  SUCH A SPECIAL PLACE.



Dora Kennedy French Immersion PTA
2025-2026 Executive Board

Matene Okoye
President

Kristan Skendall
Treasurer

Romie Duvert
Secretary

Dora Kennedy French Immersion PTA

www.dkfipta.org

@dkfi_pta
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https://www.facebook.com/RGFIPTA/
http://www.dkfipta.org/
https://www.instagram.com/dkfi_pta/


One Year
Term

Treasurer

PTA Executive Board
Elections

Two Year
Term

Secretary

One Year
Term

VP of 
Elementary

School
One Year

Term

VP of 
Middle School

Available officer positions include:

PTA Executive Board elections will take place on May 12 during the PTA
General Body Meeting. 

If you are interested or have questions, please email us (dkfipta@gmail.com)
to learn more about the available positions and how to get involved.
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MADAME
NKOUAZE

Celebrating
DKFI PROUDLY CELEBRATES MME NKOUAZE, WHO HAS
DEDICATED 32 YEARS TO EDUCATING AND CARING
FOR OUR STUDENTS. ORIGINALLY FROM CAMEROON IN
CENTRAL AFRICA AND RAISED IN GABON, SHE HOLDS A
MASTER’S DEGREE IN ECONOMICS AND A CERTIFICATE
IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.

MME NKOUAZE JOINED WHAT IS NOW KNOWN AS DKFI
IN 1994 AS A TEACHER ASSISTANT AND BECAME A
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER IN 1995, A ROLE SHE HELD
FOR 19 YEARS. OVER THE YEARS, SHE HAS TAUGHT
2ND GRADE, INSPIRING GENERATIONS OF DKFI
STUDENTS. HER DEDICATION TO TEACHING HAS
EARNED HER RECOGNITION, INCLUDING TEACHER OF
THE YEAR AND A SCIENCE AWARD.

WHAT SHE LOVES MOST ABOUT TEACHING IS
WORKING WITH CHILDREN AND SEEING THE SUCCESS
OF FORMER STUDENTS WHO GO ON TO PURSUE
MEANINGFUL AND IMPACTFUL PROFESSION- DOING
WHAT THEY LOVE, JUST AS SHE DOES.

HER ADVICE TO FAMILIES: 
PARENTS ARE A CHILD’S FIRST TEACHERS. EVEN
15 MINUTES OF DAILY PRACTICE AT HOME,
ESPECIALLY IN READING- CAN MAKE A BIG
DIFFERENCE.

DKFI THANKS MME NKOUAZE FOR HER YEARS OF
PASSION, CARE, AND COMMITMENT TO OUR STUDENTS.
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Dr. Tyrone McNeal’s early beginnings trace back to Wildwood, New Jersey (Cape May County),

where he was exposed to French at an early age. As a popular tourist destination for visitors from

Montreal, Cape May provided him with early opportunities to hear and appreciate the French

language. As a child, Dr. McNeal was inspired by Paul Robeson, the renowned American bass-

baritone concert artist, actor, professional football player, and activist who spoke more than ten

languages, and he followed in his footsteps by studying multiple languages and attending Rutgers

University.

Dr. McNeal earned a Bachelor’s degree in Foreign Languages and Linguistics from Rutgers, two

Master’s degrees from Clark Atlanta University, and a Doctorate in Library Science and

Administration. He has also completed numerous certifications from Columbia University — proof

that lifelong learning is truly his superpower. He has taught French and Spanish at several HBCUs,

including Spelman College, Morehouse College, Howard University, and Bowie State University.

Since joining Prince George’s County Public Schools in 1994 as a Foreign Languages Chair, he now

serves as Library Media Specialist at DKFI.

Dr. McNeal serves on the DKFI Leadership Board, coordinates the National Junior Honor Society,

and consistently contributes his time and expertise to support our academic community. What’s

next for Dr. McNeal? Perhaps another degree or certification because we all know he is constantly

learning and growing! In retirement, he hopes to continue serving as a TESOL Instructional

Trainer, preparing educators to teach English as a foreign or second language.

His advice to parents: 

Encourage children to watch television and videos in another language — what he calls the “input-

output” approach — because fluency develops into proficiency through consistent exposure and

practice.

We are proud to celebrate Dr. McNeal and his continued impact at DKFI.

DKFI LEGACY 
SPOTLIGHT
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DKFI Alumni Highlight
In this Spring Edition of our newsletter, we celebrate DKFI alumni who have

returned to inspire the next generation, sharing their experiences, achievements,
and dedication to our community.

Mademoiselle Kennedy Essex
Mlle Essex, a proud DKFI alumna, joined Prince
George’s County Public Schools in Fall 2024 as a
2nd grade teacher at DKFI, returning to the same
hallways where she once learned. Growing up,
teachers such as Mr. Kwakou, Mme. Sylla, Mr.
Guibert, Mr. Djeutcha, Mrs. Schmidt, Mrs. Brooks,
and Dr. & Mr. Mills inspired her and showed the
profound impact a supportive educator can have on
a student’s life.
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She is also an alumna of the University of Maryland, where she earned her
Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education with a concentration in World
Language. During her time at the university, she developed a strong interest
not only in teaching, but also in the study and process of second language
acquisition. Her studies naturally connected her back to her early
experiences learning French in the immersion setting and reminded her of
the teachers who played such an influential role in her life.

Her journey also included a transformative experience as an Assistant
Language Teacher in France through the Teaching Assistant Program in
France (TAPIF), where she taught English to primary students and gained
valuable insights into language acquisition, cross-cultural learning, and
immersive teaching methods.

Among her professional achievements, Mlle Essex serves as STEM Fair
Coordinator and Elementary Science Chair, supporting curiosity and
collaboration across elementary and middle school grades. She is also a
certified DELF A1–A2 examiner, strengthening her work in the French
immersion classroom. Balancing these roles allows her to make meaningful
contributions to both language learning and STEM education at DKFI.



For more than four decades, the strength of our community has been shaped by
dedicated educators, staff, and parents who have devoted themselves to the
French Immersion program at PGCPS. We proudly recognize the teachers and

faculty who have contributed 20 years or more, whose passion, care, and
leadership have impacted generations of students and families. Their dedication

continues to help make DKFI the exceptional community it is today.

Mr. Kwakou
Dr. Mills
Mr. Mills 
Mr. Kometa
Mr. Held
Dr. McNeal* 
Mr. Enoh* 

Mme Kondoul 
Mme Segbor 
Mme Nkouaze 
Mr. Ngeuna 
Mme Donohue
Ms. Wright 
Mme Boukabara* 

*Not pictured

Celebrating Our Dedicated Educators and Staff: 
20 Years of Service & Beyond
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS TO THE DKFI COMMUNITY WHILE
SUPPORTING STUDENT PROGRAMS AND PTA INITIATIVES.

 SPONSORS WILL BE RECOGNIZED IN OUR PTA NEWSLETTER, ON
SOCIAL MEDIA, AND AT SELECT SCHOOL EVENTS.
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Francophonie Week

PTA General Body meeting

School Closed 
(Memorial Day)

Teacher Appreciation week

Dine Out Fundraiser @
Cocineros (Hyattsville)

Early Dismissal

School Closed 
(Spring Break)

Early Dismissal

Earth Day event

PTA General Body Meeting 
& Elections

www.dkfipta.org/calendar

16-18

25

27

3/30-4/6

14

18

22

12

25

4-8

http://www.dkfipta.org/calendar


Dora Kennedy French Immersion proudly showcases its “Cardinal Culture”- a
set of core values that guide our students in both academics and character.
Throughout our school, you'll see these values displayed in both French and
English, reflecting the heart of our immersion program and the spirit of our
community. As we begin a new school year, please encourage your learners to
strive to be a Cardinal of Character- every day, in every way.

I AM A CARDINAL

I will exhibit Character by demonstrating all the values of Cardinal Culture.
I am Ambitious; I will strive to exceed expectations.
I am Responsible for my actions.
I am Determined to overcome any challenge I face.
I have Integrity; I will do what is right, even when it is difficult.
I am Noble; I will be honest, generous, and courageous.
I am an Achiever; I will maintain focus to meet my academic goals.
I am a Leader; I will be the change that I want to see in the world.

JE SUIS UN CARDINAL

J’ai du Caractère et je mets en pratique toutes les valeurs de la culture cardinale.
Je suis Ambitieux et je m’engage à faire des efforts pour dépasser les attentes.
Je suis Responsable de mes actes.
Je suis Déterminé à surmonter tous les défis auxquels je suis confronté.
Je suis Intègre et je m’engage à faire ce qui est juste, même quand c'est difficile.
Je suis Noble et je m’engage à être honnête, généreux et courageux.
Je veux Arriver à la réussite ; je m’engage à atteindre mes objectifs scolaires.
Je suis un Leader et je m’engage à incarner le changement que je veux voir dans
le monde.

LE SERMENT DES CARDINALS- THE CARDINAL PLEDGE
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LOST & FOUND
ANNOUNCEMENT

Avoid the Lost & Found Pile

Label everything you want to come home-
coats, backpacks, lunch bags, water

bottles… you name it! 
A little label goes a long way. 

THE LOST & FOUND IS IN THE CAFETERIA, BEHIND THE STAGE.
UNCLAIMED ITEMS WILL BE DONATED.
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	PTA Executive Board Elections
	Available officer positions include:
	Treasurer
	One Year Term

	Secretary
	Two Year Term

	VP of  Elementary School
	One Year Term
	One Year Term

	VP of  Middle School
	PTA Executive Board elections will take place on May 12 during the PTA General Body Meeting.
	If you are interested or have questions, please email us (dkfipta@gmail.com) to learn more about the available positions and how to get involved.
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	Celebrating
	MADAME NKOUAZE
	DKFI PROUDLY CELEBRATES MME NKOUAZE, WHO HAS DEDICATED 32 YEARS TO EDUCATING AND CARING FOR OUR STUDENTS. ORIGINALLY FROM CAMEROON IN CENTRAL AFRICA AND RAISED IN GABON, SHE HOLDS A MASTER’S DEGREE IN ECONOMICS AND A CERTIFICATE IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.
	MME NKOUAZE JOINED WHAT IS NOW KNOWN AS DKFI IN 1994 AS A TEACHER ASSISTANT AND BECAME A KINDERGARTEN TEACHER IN 1995, A ROLE SHE HELD FOR 19 YEARS. OVER THE YEARS, SHE HAS TAUGHT 2ND GRADE, INSPIRING GENERATIONS OF DKFI STUDENTS. HER DEDICATION TO TEACHING HAS EARNED HER RECOGNITION, INCLUDING TEACHER OF THE YEAR AND A SCIENCE AWARD.
	WHAT SHE LOVES MOST ABOUT TEACHING IS WORKING WITH CHILDREN AND SEEING THE SUCCESS OF FORMER STUDENTS WHO GO ON TO PURSUE MEANINGFUL AND IMPACTFUL PROFESSION- DOING WHAT THEY LOVE, JUST AS SHE DOES.
	HER ADVICE TO FAMILIES:  PARENTS ARE A CHILD’S FIRST TEACHERS. EVEN 15 MINUTES OF DAILY PRACTICE AT HOME, ESPECIALLY IN READING- CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE.
	DKFI THANKS MME NKOUAZE FOR HER YEARS OF PASSION, CARE, AND COMMITMENT TO OUR STUDENTS.
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	Among her professional achievements, Mlle Essex serves as STEM Fair Coordinator and Elementary Science Chair, supporting curiosity and collaboration across elementary and middle school grades. She is also a certified DELF A1–A2 examiner, strengthening her work in the French immersion classroom. Balancing these roles allows her to make meaningful contributions to both language learning and STEM education at DKFI.
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	April
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	LE SERMENT DES CARDINALS- THE CARDINAL PLEDGE
	Dora Kennedy French Immersion proudly showcases its “Cardinal Culture”- a set of core values that guide our students in both academics and character. Throughout our school, you'll see these values displayed in both French and English, reflecting the heart of our immersion program and the spirit of our community. As we begin a new school year, please encourage your learners to strive to be a Cardinal of Character- every day, in every way.
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	I will exhibit Character by demonstrating all the values of Cardinal Culture. I am Ambitious; I will strive to exceed expectations. I am Responsible for my actions. I am Determined to overcome any challenge I face. I have Integrity; I will do what is right, even when it is difficult. I am Noble; I will be honest, generous, and courageous. I am an Achiever; I will maintain focus to meet my academic goals. I am a Leader; I will be the change that I want to see in the world.
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