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Bonjour les familles de DKFI! The
month of October always reminds me
that we are in the last quarter of the
calendar year. It's a time to be
intentional and thoughtful about how
we want to finish the year before it
quickly ends. That's why it was
important for the DKFI PTA Board to
have a very informative first PTA
meeting of the school year. We had
several guest speakers at last week’s
meeting. Dr. Monica Goldson, CEO of
PGCPS, shared congratulatory remarks
with our DKFI community for receiving
the National PTA School of Excellence
Award. As the only school in the
county to receive such a designation,
it was quite a treat to have the CEO
join us. She also committed to
coming back to a future PTA meeting
to answer questions.
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We also had Delegate Alonzo Washington bring updates
on the Blueprint for Maryland Schools which became law
March 10, 2021. Finally, Board Member Joshua Thomas
provided much needed information on hot topics such as
the school bus driver shortage. He also was able to hang
around to answer questions and will return with more
updates. Principal Spence shared some great updates
with us, as well! One update he shared, was a donation of
devices made to the school that were secured by one of
our amazing DKFI parents, Mrs. Malik. My personal favorite
update during the meeting was when Pilar reviewed all of
our PTA committees. During the presentation, | had an
opportunity to reflect on the importance of the
Ambassador committee, sharing a story of how |
mentored a new kindergarten parent last school year
during the pandemic. It's amazing how the experience of
transitioning to a new place can impact how we move
forward in that environment. This year, the parent |
mentored is a regular volunteer at pick-up time! Quite
simply, our role as ambassadors of the school can build or
break "community". It is our duty as a community to be
welcoming to parents and teachers that are new to DKFI.
In this newsletter, we will get to know a few of our new
teachers. | hope that you all will welcome them with
open arms so that their first memories of DKFI will be
both pleasant and positive.
Sincerely,
Lyssa
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PTA CLEAN AIR CAMPAIGN UPDATE:

THE MEDIFY AIR PURIFIERS HAVE ARRIVED, AND
HAVE BEEN PLACED IN EVERY CLAssrooM!

PTA secretary, Pilar Snowden was on site to unbox and
label each purifier. She worked with administration and
building engineers to ensure each classroom would
receive an appropriately sized purifier. Below are the
photos taken onsite after the purifiers were delivered to
the school:
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Thanks again to everyone who supported the
Clean Air Campaign....We-DID-It....Together!

NEXT PTA MEETING 11/3 @ 6:30PM - MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Our next PTA meeting will be held on NOVEMBER 3RD. The PTA's mission is to make every
child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and communities to advocate for
all children. As a recent recipient of this year's National PTA School of Excellence award, we need
you to help us continue the work today. You can join the meeting by accessing the link onto
https://www.dkfipta.org/
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A SPOTLIGHT ON TEACHERS NEW TO DKFI

MS. ELKOUSSA - 1ST GRADE

Describe in one word how your
transition to DKFI has gone?

o GREAT!

Are you a native French speaker? If so,
from what country?

o Yes, Lebanon

What's the best part about teaching at a
French immersion school?

o The best part about teaching at a
French Immersion school is the wide
spread passion and appreciation for
the French language

Where was your last teaching
assignment? Or schooling?

o Harford
What's one goal you have for this school
year?

o Upholding the mission of DKFI to
provide a safe, outstanding,

conducive, and fun learning
environment.

Share one fun fact about you?

o | have lived in three different

continents.

MR. ELDRIDGE - PHYSICAL ED

Describe in one word how your
transition to DKFI has gone?

o Smooth

Are you a native French speaker? If
so, from what country?

o | am not a native French speaker,
nor do | speak any French but I'm
hoping to pick up some
throughout the year.

Where was your last teaching
assignment? Or schooling?

o First time as a lead classroom
teacher.

What's one goal you have for this
school year?

o Make Physical Education as fun
as possible, so that students find
joy in being active.

Share one fun fact about you?

o Believe it or not, | am huge fan of
cartoons! Not sure if | have a
favorite, but | can sit at home and
watch episodes of Teen Titans Go!
all day.....Iol



