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CONGRATULATIONS TO DORA KENNEDY FRENCH IMMERSION FOR ACHIEVING A 
5-STAR RATING ON THE 2024–2025 MARYLAND STATE REPORT CARD

DKFI is one of the nation’s oldest and most distinguished French Immersion
programs, celebrating 40 years of excellence. 

Among about 182 French Immersion programs in the U.S., DKFI stands out as one of
the only schools offering full immersion through 8th grade and is recognized by the
French government as a LabelFrancEducation school for its high-quality bilingual
education. Students take the international DELF exam in 2nd and 4th grade, and
many finish 8th grade with near–teacher-level French proficiency. Academically,
DKFI outperformed the state across all grades in MCAP ELA and Math.
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Dear DKFI Community,

I hope you and your family enjoyed a peaceful Thanksgiving break.
This year has been a heavy season for many in our village. 
Some members are navigating loss, health challenges, and job
transitions. Please know that your PTA community stands with you. We
hold space for you, and we are here to support you in any way we can.
Thank you to all of our parents, staff, and community volunteers who
show up, give their time, and help strengthen the work of the PTA.
Your presence truly makes a difference.

We recently hosted a wonderful Diabetes Walk at Buddy Attick Park, and
are grateful to everyone who joined us. We also completed our spirit
wear pre-sale and had two days of distribution. We still have styles and
sizes available, and orders can be placed through our online store.

We are excited to share that our school received the ACE Food Assistance
Grant in the amount of $1,575 to help launch our food pantry project.
More details about the pantry will be shared in the coming weeks.

As we close out the year, let’s continue to work with our students on the
areas they need the most support. Wishing you and your families a joyful
and restful holiday season.

 

President’s Message

Warm Regards,

Matene
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Kristan

Treasurer’s
Report
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF DKFI
PTA. OUR FINANCIALS ARE IN A SOLID PLACE BECAUSE OF THE
SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY.

HIGHLIGHTS:
MEMBERSHIPS AND SPIRIT WEAR SALES HAVE DRIVEN REVENUE
SO FAR THIS YEAR
OUR FRANKLIN’S DINE OUT NIGHT FUNDRAISER BROUGHT IN $704!

SPOTLIGHTS:
DECEMBER’S FUNDRAISER IS A DOUBLEGOOD POPCORN
FUNDRAISER DECEMBER 4-8, 2025. CREATE A POP-UP STORE OR
USE THE DKFI PTA LINK AND SHARE WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY.
POPCORN MAKES FOR GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS!

REMINDERS:
EMAIL DKFIPTA@GMAIL .COM WITH IDEAS FOR SPRING
FUNDRAISERS
DINE OUT NIGHTS WILL BE SCHEDULED FOR THE NEW YEAR
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ANNUAL SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR MARCH
2-6, 2026
USE GIVEBACKS AND BOXTOPS TO SUPPORT DKFI PTA WITH YOUR
REGULAR SHOPPING
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REPORT

Romie

B O N J O U R  À  TO U S ,

T H E  S C H O O L  Y E A R  I S  O F F  TO  A  S T R O N G  S TA R T,  F I L L E D  W I T H  E N G AG E M E N T,
CO M M U N I T Y  S P I R I T,  A N D  M E A N I N G F U L  E V E N T S .  T H A N K  YO U  TO  A L L  FA M I L I E S ,
S TA F F,  A N D  VO L U N T E E R S  F O R  YO U R  CO N T I N U E D  S U P P O R T.

F A L L  H I G H L I G H T S :
I C E  C R E A M  S O C I A L  —  E V E N T  L E A D :  K E L LY  S O H O U
M I D D L E  S C H O O L  I N F O R M AT I O N A L  —  E V E N T  L E A D S :  B E N I T Y  S E W E L L  &  P I L A R
S N O W D E N
D I A B E T E S  WA L K / R U N  —  E V E N T  L E A D :  J E N N Y  B H A K T I R
G R E AT  T U R N O U T  AT  O U R  F I R S T  CO F F E E  &  C H AT  W I T H  P R I N C I PA L  S P E N C E
G R O W I N G  VO L U N T E E R  S U P P O R T  A N D  PA R E N T  E N G AG E M E N T

S P OT L I G H T S :
W I T H  E A C H  E D I T I O N ,  O U R  G O A L  I S  T O  R E C O G N I Z E  A N D  C E L E B R A T E  T H E  P A R E N T S ,
S T U D E N T S ,  A N D  S T A F F  W H O  B R I N G  C A R D I N A L  C U L T U R E  T O  L I F E  E V E R Y  D A Y .
C H E C K  O U T  W H O  W E ’ R E  H O N O R I N G  I N  T H I S  E D I T I O N . . .

PA R E N T  S P OT L I G H T :  S E E  T H E  FAC E S  O F  T H E  D E D I C AT E D  DA D  W H O  B R I N G S
O U R  M A S COT,  TO U S S A I N T  T H E  C A R D I N A L ,  TO  L I F E  A N D  T H E  M O M  W H O  K E E P S
O U R  P TA  W E B S I T E  R U N N I N G  S M O OT H LY .
S T U D E N T  S P OT L I G H T :  S H O W C A S I N G  7  E X E M P L A R Y  D K F I  S T U D E N T
A M B A S S A D O R S .
FAC U LT Y  S P OT L I G H T :  R E CO G N I Z I N G  O U R  B E N C H M A R K  T E S T I N G  CO O R D I N ATO R
A N D  W E L CO M I N G  O U R  N E W  S C H O O L  N U R S E ,  W H O  B R I N G S  S A F E T Y  A N D
CO M PA S S I O N  TO  O U R  S T U D E N T S .

S TAY  CO N N E C T E D :
F O L L O W  U S  O N  O U R  P TA  W E B S I T E ,  FAC E B O O K ,  A N D  I N S TAG R A M .  VO L U N T E E R S
A R E  A LWAY S  W E L CO M E -  CO N TAC T  U S  TO  J O I N  A  CO M M I T T E E  O R  H E L P  W I T H
U P CO M I N G  E V E N T S .



Dora Kennedy French Immersion PTA
2025-2026 Executive Board

Matene Okoye
President

Kristan Skendall
Treasurer

Romie Duvert
Secretary

Dora Kennedy French Immersion PTA

www.dkfipta.org

@dkfi_pta

ÉDITION HIVERNALE 25-26'

https://www.facebook.com/RGFIPTA/
http://www.dkfipta.org/
https://www.instagram.com/dkfi_pta/


John is the parent of a DKFI 4th grader, Mabel. Since 2021, he has
regularly helped with 3rd–8th grade car-rider dismissal, served

twice as a class parent, and occasionally appears as Toussaint the
Cardinal at PTA events.

Originally from Seattle, John is an organizer, activist, artist, and
community-builder with experience in nonprofit membership

management and facilitation. He currently works part-time as a
preschool teacher and plans to begin substitute teaching in PGCPS
soon. He also helped lead two successful city council campaigns in

Greenbelt, where he lives with his wife and daughter.

John Appiah-Duffell
THE FACE BEHIND MASCOT, TOUSSAINT THE

CARDINAL  & WHO KEEPS OUR 3RD–8TH GRADE
CARLINE SAFE AND EFFICIENT

PARENT SPOTLIGHT: ÉDITION HIVERNALE 25-26'



Kelly Sohou

Kelly is a DKFI parent of two children in
2nd and 4th grade. She has served as a
class parent and on several PTA
committees, including
Communications/Ambassador, Events,
and Infrastructure. 

Since 2024, she has managed the PTA
website and organized events such as the
back-to-school Ice Cream Social and the
annual Earth Day celebration. She has
also supported the DKFI art show and
helped improve class parent
communication through a new WhatsApp
community. 

A seasoned creative professional with
graphic design and marketing experience
across corporate, non-profit, and public
sectors, Kelly currently works as a visual
information specialist at the Library of
Congress. She lives in Bowie with her
family and enjoys exploring local
museums, festivals, and parks.

Meet the face behind the PTA website and
some of DKFI’s favorite events
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Let’s give a big round of applause to our 7 Student
Ambassadors. These remarkable students lead by

example, welcoming new families, supporting school
events, and fostering a positive, inclusive school

community. Their dedication, leadership, and spirit make
DKFI a brighter, more connected place every day. We are

so proud of all they do.

Piper Kerr*
Queen Grace Djeutcha*
Azlan Sami*
Praise Modozie

Jedidiah Nwaete
Samgena Tengen
Arianna Thomas

*Pictured 
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:

Get to Know Mr. Peter Mills:

After spending 25 years in the classroom, Mr. Mills transitioned into school testing
administration, where he now leads the development of the annual instructional bell
schedule and manages K–5 scheduling in Synergy. His extensive teaching and peer-
mentoring background gives him a deep understanding of the challenges educators
face and enables him to create meaningful opportunities for colleagues to use testing
data to drive instruction and strengthen student learning.

Mr. Mills works closely with staff to analyze assessment data, support instructional
decisions, and provide training on ethical testing practices, test security, and all
required assessment procedures.
He believes every child is unique and capable of learning in different ways. With
patience, active listening, and positivity, he ensures students feel valued, confident,
and encouraged every day.

On a personal note: Mr. Mills met his wife- our beloved Dr. Mills, DKFI’s Reading
Interventionist, 35 years ago while studying in France. Together, they have two adult
children and a family life rooted in Islamic faith, humility, and compassion.

At a glance:

29 years in PGCPS Immersion Education
25 years as a classroom teacher
Now DKFI’s Testing Administrator
Oversees K–5 scheduling and the annual
instructional bell schedule
Supports teachers in using data to strengthen
instruction
Trains staff on ethical testing and test security
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:

Reading and assessment go hand-in-hand, but students often find informational texts
on tests- like those in science, social studies, or math story problems- more
challenging than narrative texts. While this may seem minor in Elementary School, by
Middle and High School, the increased difficulty and reading volume can impact
performance if students aren’t practiced in understanding complex informational
texts.

What helps:
Family reading at home: Encourage your child to read a variety of texts to build
reading stamina, comprehension, and engagement during assessments.
Familiarity with the test: Know the testing format and review practice tests or
sample questions to improve timing and confidence.
Vocabulary practice: Many content-area words aren’t part of everyday
vocabulary- students need to learn them in context.
Understanding question types: Recognize the difference between ordinary recall
questions and reasoning/modeling questions.
Confidence building: Combining reading practice, test familiarity, vocabulary
knowledge, and support from teachers and families helps students feel prepared
and confident.

By reading regularly and practicing these strategies, students can approach
assessments with stamina, comprehension, and confidence instead of boredom or
frustration.

Tips from Mr. Mills: 

Reading & Assessment 
A Natural Mix
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DKFI School NurseDKFI School Nurse
spotlightspotlight

DKFI School Nurse
spotlight

Johnyia King, BSN, RN

Nurse King may be new to school-based nursing, but
she brings more than 21 years of hospital and
outpatient experience- and even a stint teaching future
nurses in classrooms and clinical labs. Now she’s on a
mission to keep every DKFI scholar safe, healthy, and
ready to take on the day.

You’ll spot her in the health suite with a smile, a trusty
stethoscope, and a “cool under pressure vibe”—
because caring for kids is way more than Band-Aids and
ice packs. 

Nurse King’s motto: 

Nurturing the whole child: mind, body, and spirit
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL DKFI 3RD & 5TH GRADE DELF
RECIPIENTS FOR ACHIEVING THIS SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE
CERTIFICATION ON DECEMBER 2, 2025. YOUR DEDICATION

AND HARD WORK HAVE TRULY PAID OFF.

THE DELF IS AN OFFICIAL FRENCH-LANGUAGE CERTIFICATION AWARDED BY
THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. IT MEASURES HOW WELL STUDENTS

CAN UNDERSTAND, SPEAK, READ, AND WRITE IN FRENCH. IN SHORT, IT IS AN
INTERNATIONALLY RESPECTED CREDENTIAL THAT SUPPORTS ACADEMIC

AND FUTURE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES.
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12/4- 12/8- DOUBLE GOODS FUNDRAISER

Janvier

Février

Décembre

12/9- PTA GENERAL BODY MEETING

12/11- PTA BOOK FAIR INFO SESSION 

12/19- EARLY DISMISSAL

12/22- 1/2- WINTER BREAK

1/8- PTA FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE MEETING

2/3- PTA GENERAL BODY MEETING 

2/13- EARLY DISMISSAL

2/16- SCHOOL CLOSED
(PRESIDENTS DAY)

1/19- SCHOOL CLOSED (MLK JR.  DAY)

1/26- EARLY DISMISSAL

www.dkfipta.org/calendar

TBA- IN-PERSON TOWN HALL 
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https://www.dkfipta.org/calendar.html


Dora Kennedy French Immersion proudly showcases its “Cardinal Culture”- a
set of core values that guide our students in both academics and character.
Throughout our school, you'll see these values displayed in both French and
English, reflecting the heart of our immersion program and the spirit of our
community. As we begin a new school year, please encourage your learners to
strive to be a Cardinal of Character- every day, in every way.

I AM A CARDINAL

I will exhibit Character by demonstrating all the values of Cardinal Culture.
I am Ambitious; I will strive to exceed expectations.
I am Responsible for my actions.
I am Determined to overcome any challenge I face.
I have Integrity; I will do what is right, even when it is difficult.
I am Noble; I will be honest, generous, and courageous.
I am an Achiever; I will maintain focus to meet my academic goals.
I am a Leader; I will be the change that I want to see in the world.

JE SUIS UN CARDINAL

J’ai du Caractère et je mets en pratique toutes les valeurs de la culture cardinale.
Je suis Ambitieux et je m’engage à faire des efforts pour dépasser les attentes.
Je suis Responsable de mes actes.
Je suis Déterminé à surmonter tous les défis auxquels je suis confronté.
Je suis Intègre et je m’engage à faire ce qui est juste, même quand c'est difficile.
Je suis Noble et je m’engage à être honnête, généreux et courageux.
Je veux Arriver à la réussite ; je m’engage à atteindre mes objectifs scolaires.
Je suis un Leader et je m’engage à incarner le changement que je veux voir dans
le monde.

LE SERMENT DES CARDINALS- THE CARDINAL PLEDGE

ÉDITION HIVERNALE 25-26'



ÉDITION HIVERNALE 25-26'


