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 Just as we are waiting for spring to arrive, many of us are also
preparing for the summer! Summer camps are now sending
information about their camps and the best ones will fill up
quickly! Reasonably-priced French-speaking summer camps
are even harder to secure. By now, those families who were
interested in attending the school’s summer camp have
already been notified if their child has been invited to attend.
This gives parents the opportunity to secure another camp
early. In this issue, we’ll highlight some local French summer
camps to give you a leg up on the search!
 
Speaking of summer, this is a great time to reinforce reading –
both in English and French.  Historically, at the end of the
school year, the school gives scholars a reading packet of
French books, so all you’re left to do is find books in English.
We are happy to say that many scholars took advantage of the
Scholastic Book Fair earlier this month, and we hope your
scholars enjoy reading those books throughout the spring and
summer. Thank you to Benity Sewell, our VP of Elementary
School, for putting the fair together in observance of Read
Across America Week, and to all the parent volunteers and
school administration (especially Mme Lahlou) for making it a
success! This turned out to be a fruitful fundraiser and another
way to bring us all together – our last Scholastic Book Fair was
eight years ago! We cannot do any of this work without the
partnership of many, therefore we made it a point to highlight
the volunteers and the others in this issue that helped bring
this to the finish line!
 
Yet still, the school year isn’t up yet and April is turning out to
be another busy month – the Art Fair, Doublegood Popcorn
Fundraiser, and the final infrastructure project of the year!  We
hope that you all take advantage of all the activities planned
in April!
 
Lyssa
DKFI PTA President

                            Lyssa
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Greetings To our DKFI Family

It seems that this school year is progressing so
quickly. Soon we will be enjoying our much
deserved Spring Break. The past few weeks
have been very eventful for our school. Our
Model UN team participated in sessions in
Williamsburg, VA; our 5th graders engaged in
outdoor learning at Camp Schmidt, and there
were some awesome Black History Month
Projects created by some of our youngest
scholars. The Middle school scholars planned
and facilitated Candygrams for fundraising ,
participated in ESWAT gardening activities and
showcased their talents the various musical
concerts. Academically, we have accelerated
into our Spring testing season. Our scholars are
focused and committed to do their very best on
Spring assessments. We are excited about some
of our preliminary assessment data from MCAP
2022 that has been recently released. (More
information forthcoming) A special shoutout
goes to our DKFI PTA for their most recent
impact on our school’s culture and academic
vision. The PTA sponsored “Anansegro
Drumming” Black History Month Program was a
high energy event that educated students and
staff on the power of rhythm, storytelling and
unity. The PTA infrastructure committee has
collaborated with myself and the DKFI ESWAT
on projects (present and future) to enhance our
campus. And, as we celebrated Read Across
America Week, much appreciation goes out to
the PTA for events such as door decoration
contests, a wildly-successful book fair, and the
Principal “Cat in the Hat” reading to our primary
students. DKFI would not be the awesome
language immersion experience without the
support of our parents, volunteers and
community partners. On behalf of a grateful
staff, THANK YOU!

FROM THE DESK OF 
 PRINCIPAL 

SPENCE

M A R S  2 0 2 3



32 Parent Volunteers!32 Parent Volunteers!32 Parent Volunteers!   





Over 700 Books Sold!Over 700 Books Sold!Over 700 Books Sold!





$13,123.49$13,123.49$13,123.49   
in purchases!in purchases!in purchases!





$6,561.75 in proceeds$6,561.75 in proceeds$6,561.75 in proceeds   
to Benefit our Schoolto Benefit our Schoolto Benefit our School

Community!Community!Community!

2/27 -3/32/27 -3/32/27 -3/3

THANK

YOU!



Parents, We could not 
have done it without you!

DKFI Scholastic Parent Volunteers



THANK YOU!!!
Crystal Byrd Ogbadu

Jaytoya Manget
Susan Miller

John Appiah-Duffell
Benity Sewell
Kateri Baker

Irena Culic-Jimison
linda garnett

Rebecca Knowlton
Elimika Fletcher

Matene Okoye
Sarah Parker

Francisca Owolabi
Rene Richardson

Khesha Reed
Liz Owens

Oluwafunke Ives
Rene Jone

Lyssa Hargrove
Leighna Holt

Ava Stalnaker
Magaly Delva

Aleemah Spence
Shay Edkin

Maria Clayton
Melinda Brown

Tracy O'Heir
Riziki House-Okon

Anike Akridge
Beatrice Louis

Kristan Skendall
Gabriella Bellegarde






READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 2023



READ ACROSS AMERICA
WEEK 2023



BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CELEBRATION



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR DKFI
SCHOLARS! 



THE EMBASSY OF

FRANCE

AWARDS DELF 
A1 & A2

DIPLOMAS!
YOU DID IT!



HONORHONORHONOR
ROLLROLLROLL         



WOW
!

WOW
!

JOHN APPIAH-
DUFFELL
Dad to Mabel Appiah-Duffell,
in Mme. Sipa's 1st grade class.

Chances are, if you've ever
picked up your child from
school in the grade 3-8 lot,
you've encountered John's
friendly demeanor! He
regularly volunteers for
PTA and school events,
but most of us recognize
him from the car rider
line. John has been a
tremendous help this
school year with keeping
the car rider line moving.
We appreciate his
commitment to the school
and PTA. The school and
administration often
speak of his great attitude
and willingness to help.
Next time you see John in
the car rider line, feel free
to also offer a word of
appreciation. Gratitude
never gets old. 

Thank You, John!



Join our next PTA MEETING
Wed, MARCH 15th at 6:30pm

VISIT DKFIPTA.ORG
OR EMAIL US AT  DKFIPTA@GMAIL.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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French Speaking Summer Camps in the DC/MD Area

French Academy, the school that offers French lessons in small groups all year round, is
offering Summer Camps this summer for 5–13-year-olds in the Chevy Chase district of DC or
in Alexandria. The Alexandria camp takes place over two weeks, between Monday July 31st
and Friday August 11th, between 9am and 12pm. Chevy Chase runs Monday, July 3 through
Friday, August 18, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The activities revolve around a theme defined for
the week. It takes $455 per week and per child at Chevy Chase, $325 for a half-day at
Alexandria. The immersion camp is also available online. More information here.  COVID-19
Policy, look here.

 

L’Alliance française, for this summer, seven weeks, organized around seven different
themes, are open for registration. Activities for 5- to 11-year-olds around judo, art, science,
are offered Monday to Friday, from 9am to 4pm, from Monday June 26 to Friday August 18.
The groups are divided into two or three according to language level. Count $650 a week
for 5–11-year-olds ($595 for members). Note, children must be vaccinated to be able to
register, and, surprisingly, the mask is compulsory inside. Meet at 2142 Wyoming Avenue
NW. Website. COVID-19 policy, look here.

 

St.Vincent Pallotti High School, one week French summer camp offered from July 24 – July
28. 9am – 3pm, with an option to add aftercare until 5pm ($25 for the week). Cost is $200
per week. Rising 2nd grade through 12th grade. Registration here.

Calling all croissants!! Join us for our first-ever French camp at Pallotti! This camp is open
to all levels of French (beginner-fluent). We will listen to French music, learn about French
culture, make crepes, watch French films, and of course, speak French! All levels will be
supported, including all-French requirements for French Immersion students! Open to all
levels and ages! Contact Madame Chikondi Kulemeka - French Teacher
ckulemeka@pallottihs.org. 113 Saint Mary's Place, Laurel, MD 20707

My French Classes, this Saturday school, a reference for many French-speaking parents in
the region, also opens its doors in the summer from Tuesday June 20 to Friday July 14, 2023.
French is always present in all activities: complete immersion to practice throughout of the
day and a specific daily session to improve your language. The children are grouped by age
group, between 5 and 15 years old, and according to their level of French. The camp is open
from 9am-3:30pm, with the possibility of daycare until 6pm. It takes $505 per week for
summer camps organized during week 2 and 4 and $405 for week 1 and 3 (4-day week).
Discounts are offered if several family members are registered or if the child is taking
classes all year round. 9525 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, Maryland. Bus service
available from Washington DC. Website.

CGR Academic Summer Camp, this program is for incoming K – 8 students and offered
Monday thru Friday 7am – 6pm. Weekly field trips/swimming at no additional cost. There
will be two sessions - Session I - Adventure Awaits - June 20 - July 21 and Session II - Global
Leaders & School Prep - July 24 - Aug 25. All students must wear a face masks. Prince
George’s County locations. Learn more here.

GR Academy provides education and adventure with the "Living Classroom" model for all
camps. We are a "technology free" zone.  Students will receive a camp journal to
write/record their language (English and Spanish or French), science, math and adventure
lessons. 

L’enfant Montessori, it is one of the only camps that opens for toddlers aged between 3
and 5 years old. The number of children is very limited and the school gives preference to
children who are registered for the year. The summer camp starts on Tuesday June 20 and
will end on Friday July 22, from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Count $2,625 for the 5 weeks of
summer camp. Daycare is available from 3:30pm to 6pm for $185 per week. More
information and registration here. Meet at 5500 Massachusetts Avenue in Bethesda.
Website.
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