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BONJOUR LE
COMMUNITE DE DKFI!




JAMES A. SPENCE II,  PRINCIPAL

Infrastructure - Sarah Winfield &
Rashawna Alfred
Ambassador Committee - Taz Wilson
Communications Committee - Tasha
Champagne 
Events - Matene Okoye
Legislative Committee - Leah Baker &
Nikki Garro 
Budget & Fundraising- Liz Chamberlain &
Zulma Sosa

Welcome to the first edition of Le Cardinal
for school year 2022-2023! 

The new school year is moving quickly, and
the transition has been quite smooth thanks
to the leadership of Principal Spence and
the school’s leadership team.  I’d like to also
recognize this school year’s PTA Board of
Directors, which includes the executive
board and committee chairs. Special thank
you to all of them for their commitment to
serving our student’s this year.  I can not
serve in this role without the hard work of a
dedicated team.  This year’s board includes:

President – Lyssa Hargrove
Vice President (Middle School) - Francisca
Owolabi
Vice President (Elementary) – Benity Sewell
Secretary - Magaly Delva
Treasurer – Pilar Snowden

School Year 2022-2023 Committee Chairs:

All the best,
Lyssa Hargrove, President



DKFI Advocacy
The PTA’s mission is to make every
child's potential a reality by
engaging and empowering families
and communities to advocate for all
children. At last month’s meeting
we met with schoolboard members
to discuss infrastructure at our
school and how we can advocate for
the things we need for our children
to flourish in our present building. 
 It was an engaging discussion and
I’m thankful to the Infrastructure
and Legislative Committees who are
leading the way in advocating for
our children.  Last month, Sarah
Winfield and Delvin Champagne,
testified before MSDE, about the
delay in services for our before/after
school provider. 

1) Become a Class Parent - As a class parent, your job is to help communicate the teacher’s
needs to the parents in your child's class and serve as a resource and Liaison to PTA.
Transition years (K, 5th, & 8th) are critical years to have a strong class parent group to partner
with the school to plan promotion activities and other needed communications. If you have
already been selected for the job, please send us an email at dkfipta@gmail.com and cc:
your main homeroom teacher! It’s always great to have this role filled early in the school
year!

2) Join a PTA Committee - Our community of parents have many talents and we ask that
you share some of those talents with our school community. Do you like engaging on social
media? Then, join our Communications committee. Are you into logistics and planning
events? Then join our Events Committee! Pretty savvy with your advocacy game? The
Legislative Committee may be a good fit. (It’s actually where I got started, as a co-chair).

ADDITIONAL WAYS YOU CAN HELP





FROM THE DESK 

OF MR. SPENCE



“The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that you get a
flu vaccine by the end of October.  Even if you wait until after October, it is still
beneficial because it can protect you for the remainder of the flu season.” *
“According to the CDC, reducing the spread of respiratory illnesses, like flu, this fall
and winter is more important than ever because of the COVID-19 pandemic.”
 
About the Flu
Influenza (flu) is a contagious respiratory infection of the nose, throat and lungs
caused by influenza viruses and is more dangerous than the common cold for
children. Each year, flu places a large burden on the health and well-being of
children and their families. Annual flu vaccination offers the best protection against
flu and its potentially serious complications in children. Parents can help children
fight flu by getting themselves and their children vaccinated against flu each year.

Children younger than 5 years old—especially those younger than 2—and children
of any age with certain chronic health conditions, like asthma and diabetes, are at
higher risk of developing potentially serious flu complications. Because these
groups of children are at higher risk, it is especially important that they get a
seasonal flu vaccine to help prevent flu, and to reduce their risk of being
hospitalized or dying from flu if they do get sick.
While not at higher risk, healthy children 5 years and older can spread flu to
vulnerable family members like infants younger than 6 months and adults who are
65 years and older or people of any age who have certain chronic health
conditions.  It’s important to vaccinate everyone 6 months and older against flu
each year to help protect those most at risk.

Symptoms
Some symptoms of the common cold, the flu and COVID-19 are similar, making it
hard to tell the difference without diagnostic testing. Talk to your health care
provider if you're experiencing symptoms and need guidance about what to be
tested for. 
Flu symptoms usually begin one to four days after being infected with the influenza
virus. Symptoms include chills, fever, cough, headache, muscle aches, sore throat,
runny nose and fatigue. 

Get Your Flu Shot
The most important way to prevent the flu is to get a flu shot.  The flu vaccine has
been shown to reduce flu related illnesses and the risk of serious flu complications
that can result in hospitalization or even death. Flu viruses can change from year to
year, so the vaccine is updated to protect against new virus strains that are
expected to circulate.  The CDC recommends that adults get a flu vaccine by the
end of October.  Even if you wait until after October, it is still beneficial because it
can protect you for the remainder of the flu season. The CDC recommends that
adults get a flu vaccine by the end of October.  Even if you wait until after October,
it is still beneficial because it can protect you for the remainder of the flu season. 

Adapted from:
https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/influenza/pages/home.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/parents.htm?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrbCmgs3Y-
gIVV-DICh3eRg-qEAAYASAAEgITqPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds



HALIMA'S 
HELPFUL HINTS

Welcome back Cardinals! Bon courage à tous et à toutes. Good luck to everyone as we embark
on a new academic journey in this new kind of normal.

(1) Have a dedicated workspace and time where your child can re-establish homework and
study routines.. the shift from virtual to in-person learning is both physical and mental. Routines
are different. Be sure to have a dropbox, bin, or shelf where all books, pencils, and supplies stay in
easy reach.

(2) Change the language setting on personal electronic devices (cell phones, gaming
consoles, etc.) to French. 
Make entertaining screen time count for something. Kids will pick up a surprising amount of extra
vocabulary. Just take note of how you did it, in case you need to switch back to English.

(3) Watch shows and movies in French with French subtitles.
Whether it's a DVD or an animated show on Netflix, you can usually choose a French language track,
as well as French subtitles. It's all there for you in the audio/language options. Learners build
vocabulary easily when they can see and hear words at the same time.

(4) Check out Il etait une histoire: 
This site has tons of stories, fables, poems, and articles. For many of the titles, you can choose
to read, read with help, listen to, or watch the story. Try Jojo collectionneur, for example and
choose your reading preference from the bottom. 

(5) Do you know about WordReference?
Google translate may be convenient (especially for parents), but when kids do the thinking work of
looking up words they don't know in French, it helps build fluency. For an online dictionary, try
WordReference, which is complete with verb conjugations, grammar tips, language forums, and
more.

(6) Make Khan Academy your best friend.
This free online resource is available in both French and English. Your kids can find tutorials for
most core content K-12. In English, visit https://www.khanacademy.org For French, visit
https://fr.khanacademy.org 
*Halima is a past president of PTA. She is the proud parent of 3 graduates of Dora Kennedy French
Immersion and is an advocate for education.

1 -  CGR Academic Learning Center - https://www.cgracademy.org
2 - My French Classes - https://myfrenchclasses.org
3 - French Academy DMV - https://www.frenchacademy.us/french-for-kids-and-teens/index.html
4 - Alliance Francaise - https://francedc.org/index
5 - Bonjour Books DC (French Bookstore - Librairie Francaise) - https://bonjourbooksdc.com/
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EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES



https://www.iletaitunehistoire.com/
https://www.iletaitunehistoire.com/
https://www.iletaitunehistoire.com/
https://www.iletaitunehistoire.com/genres/albums-et-histoires/lire/biblidhis_022#histoire
https://www.iletaitunehistoire.com/genres/albums-et-histoires/lire/biblidhis_022#histoire
https://www.wordreference.com/
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Join our next PTA MEETING
October 19th

You can join the meeting here: Join from the meeting link:
https://dorakennedyfrenchimmersionpta.my.webex.com/dorakennedyfrenchimmersionpta.my/j.php?MTID=mb35efa7eff70da433ba81a988f4f165d
 

Join by meeting number
Meeting number (access code): 2554 807 4841

Meeting password: JXqqDmss368 (59773677 from phones and video systems)

JOIN US FOR OUR SCREEN 

                      ON THE GREEN FEATURE!



10/22

@6:30PM

https://dorakennedyfrenchimmersionpta.my.webex.com/dorakennedyfrenchimmersionpta.my/j.php?MTID=mb35efa7eff70da433ba81a988f4f165d


DIWALI
2022

What Is Diwali?
Diwali (also called Divali or Deepavali) is a “festival of lights” that celebrates the triumph
of light over dark and good over evil, and the blessings of victory, freedom, and
enlightenment. The name comes from Sanksrit dipavali, meaning “row of lights.” On the
night of Diwali, celebrants light dozens of candles and clay lamps (called diyas), placing
them throughout their homes and in the streets to light up the dark night. 

In most of India, Diwali consists of a five-day celebration that peaks on the third day with
the main celebration of Diwali. In other places where Diwali occurs, usually only the main
day is celebrated.

Who Celebrates Diwali?
Diwali is primarily celebrated by followers of the Hindu, Sikh, and Jain faiths. However,
the holiday is celebrated throughout India, Singapore, and several other South Asian
countries as a national holiday, meaning that people outside these religions may
participate in Diwali celebrations, too. Hindu, Sikh, and Jain communities in the United
Kingdom, United States, Australia, and elsewhere around the globe also regularly
celebrate Diwali.

MONDAY,
OCTOBER 24

 2022
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​Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15 to October
15, by celebrating the contributions and importance of Hispanics and Latinos to the United
States and those American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean,
Central America, and South America.

The timing is key. Hispanic Heritage Month always starts on September 15, a historically
significant day that marks the anniversary of independence of five Latin American countries:
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. The designated period is also a
nod to those from Mexico and Chile, who celebrate their independence September 16 and
September 18, respectively.

Hispanics have had a profound and positive influence on our country and in Prince George’s
County, through their strong commitment to family, faith, hard work, and service. They have
enhanced and shaped our national character with centuries-old traditions that reflect the
multiethnic and multicultural customs of their communities. 

Over 38% of Prince George’s County Public School students are Hispanic, while just over 5% of
the students are Hispanic at DKFI. We are proud to recognize these contributions in our county,
especially with the recent announcement of Adelphi Middle School being renamed to honor the
first Latin American woman Supreme Court Justice, Sonia Sotomayor. The Sonia Sotomayor
Middle School will open next school year, just in time for next year’s Hispanic Heritage Month. 

Share in this special annual tribute by learning about and celebrating the generations of
Hispanic and Latino Americans who have positively influenced and enriched our nation and
society.

 PICTURE DAY
IS THURSDAY

OCTOBER 20TH!!!



2022 EVENT DETAILS

The annual Hyattsville Zombie Run is back in person and will be held in Driskell Park on
October 15th! This fun, family-friendly event includes three races: a 1K Family Fun Run, a 1
Mile Kids Run, and a USATF certified 5K, all of which raise funds for our neighborhood
schools!  The Hyattsville Zombie Run is organized by the Hyattsville Elementary School PTA.
Your donation will help purchase art supplies, instruments, teacher appreciation efforts,
school beautification, classroom supplies, and more. 

RACE DAY SCHEDULE 

The Hyattsville Zombie Run will be held on Saturday, October 15, 2022, rain or shine. It takes
place at Driskell Park at 3911 Hamilton Street, Hyattsville.

7:30 – 8:45 a.m. – Race day registration and packet pick-up
8:45 a.m. – 1K Family Fun Run
9:05 a.m. – 1M Kids’ Challenge
9:30 a.m. – 5K Zombie Run
10:30ish a.m. – Awards ceremony (at the conclusion of the 5K)
REGISTRATION AND PACKET PICK-UP

Please register for the race(s) of your choice using the links above.  Online registration will
close at 12:00pm on Friday, October 14th. Participants are encouraged to pick up their
packets (race bib, goody bag, and race t-shirt) on Friday, October 14, 4-8 PM at the Driskell
Park Recreation Building.  Day-of registration and Packet pickup will also be available the
day of the race, 7:30-8:45 AM at Driskell Park.  Please note, T-shirts will be distributed on a
first come, first serve basis.  Individuals registering or picking up packets on the morning of
October 15th may not receive a shirt or their desired size.  Please plan accordingly. 

PARKING
Parking is available at the Hyattsville Municipal lot across the street from the city building
located at 4310 Gallatin St, Hyattsville, MD 20781  The City of Hyattsville is providing a free
shuttle bus from the garage to the park—just look for the City Bus at the entrance to the
garage. Car-pooling with your runner or walker friends is another great option!

COSTUMES 

Costumes are encouraged but not required! This is a 5K with a Halloween/Zombie theme to
make it fun. There will be awards for costumes and some racers might dress as zombies or in
other costumes but there will not be any zombies chasing the runners along the course. This
is a fun, family event, and you are welcome to dress as you see fit. Register for the costume
contest at the HES PTA tent—you must register to participate! Prizes will be awarded!

FOOD AND DRINKS

Local vendors will be selling food. Local breweries Streetcar 82 and Denizens Brewing
Company will be on site selling beer and Maryland Meadworks will be on site selling Mead. 

JOIN US AT THE ZOMBIE RUN! 
HELP US RAISE MONEY FOR THE DKFI PTA!!





DORA KENNEDY FRENCH IMMERSION PTA
NATIONAL PTA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE



2022-2023 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

LYSSA HARGROVE,
PRESIDENT 

PILAR SNOWDEN
SECRETARY

BENITY SEWELL
VP, ELEMENTARY

FRANCISCA OWOLABI
VP, MIDDLE SCHOOL

MAGALY DELVA
TREASURER

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW TO VOLUNTEER:



PLEASE EMAIL US AT DKFIPTA@GMAIL.COM


